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MABEL LEIGH HUNT — 


~AT THE AGE OF 
SEVEN YEARS—the ex- 
act age at which Sophie 
and Susie learned the secret 
of the double birthday 
present—had a few years to 
go before she would write 
her first book, LUCINDA: 
A LITTLE GIRL OF 
1860. But shining in the 
countenance of this 
Hoosier-born child is the warm intelligence and sensitivity 
which matured into the superb artistry that has estab- 
lished Mabel Leigh Hunt as one of the best-loved, most 
distinguished American authors of children’s books. 


This young Quaker miss grew up in an environment of 
good books and book-loving people. Her father was a 
country doctor with an ardent love for the classics. Her 
mother was always her constant inspiration and, later. 
her chief literary advisor. With this heritage and back- 
ground, with her understanding love for children, and 
with a sense of humor as natural and as spontaneous as a 
child’s chuckle, it is small wonder—and a decided blessing 
to American literature for children—that Mabel Hunt 
early resolved to dedicate her life and talents to the field 
of children’s books. The years she served as a children’s 
librarian at Indianapolis Public Library supplemented her 
natural gifts and early training with a lively, practical 
appreciation of what boys and girls need and like in their 
reading. 


Miss Hunt has said: J love and believe in children. I love 
and believe in books. Put the two together and you have 
my “confession of faith” in writing books for children. 
The quality and the enduring vitality of the more than 
fourteen books she has published from LUCINDA in 
1934 to THE DOUBLE BIRTHDAY PRESENT in 
1947 testify that Mabel Leigh Hunt is fulfilling that faith 
in full measure. 


J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY EAST WA 


THE DOUBLE BIRTHDAY PRESENT 
ILLUSTRATED BY ELINORE BLAISDELL 


OPHIE AND SUSIE GOODING were 
seven-year-old twin sisters, the most en- 
gaging, the friendliest twin sisters that 
anybody ever knew. Like all little girls, 
they looked forward to birthdays, but 
there was something very special about 
the twins' approaching Seventh. 


The strange hammering and sawing sounds coming from 
Grandpa Gooding’s workshop, his merry whistling, and ` 
the humpy shape of the Secret hidden.under an old blue 
coverlet in a corner of the shop, provided Sophie and 
Susie with almost more speculative excitement than they 
could bear. On their Seventh Birthday the Secret was re- 
vealed—the most remarkable and delightful present ever 
invented for twins—a double rocking chair! 


The twins’ joy when the present was given to them, the 
strange, unbelievable things that happened afterwards— 
when these lovable twins began to quarrel and Sophie’s 
pretty dimple disappeared so that not even Mother 
Gooding could tell one scowling twin from the other, and 
the tender, tearful, amusing events that carried everything 
through to a happy ending, insure that THE DOUBLE 
BIRTHDAY PRESENT will be a top, lasting favorite 
with the nation’s young readers—in school and public 
library, and in the home. 


Elinore Blaisdell’s exquisite illustrations, including a full- 
color frontispiece of the twins, many line drawings 
throughout the text, and attractive decorations capture 


the whole spirit and flavor of Miss Hunt’s story. Grades 
1-4, 53$" x 8” 64 Pages 1.50 


INDICATIVE OF THE WORTH AND CONSISTENT 
ARTISTRY OF MISS HUNT’S BOOKS IS THAT ALL OF 
THEM PUBLISHED TO DATE ARE LISTED IN THE 
A.L.A. BOOK LIST AND WILSON CHILDREN’S CATALOG. 


SHINGTON SQUARE PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Miss Hunt's Other Books 
SIBBY BOTHERBOX 


ILLUSTRATED BY MARJORY COLLISON 
This charming story, run through with effortless humor 
and warm family life, is about Hannah Poole’s imaginary 
playmate—Sibby Botherbox. SIBBY was immediately 
taken to the heart of young America when published be- 
cause it is about that “over the border” world in which 
all children occasionally live and play. SIBBY BOTHER- 
BOX was included in the Horn Book Honor List of out- 
standing books published in 1945, and Mary Gould Davis 
of the Saturday Review of Literature says "There is a 
quality to this story that gives it a lasting value." Grades 
4-6. 2.00 


YOUNG MAN-OF-THE-HOUSE 


ILLUSTRATED BY LOUIS SLOBODKIN 
When his father is away from home for an extended 
period of time, young Eben is left as “man-of-the-house” 
to take care of his mother, his grandmother, his two 
little brothers—and the cow. The way Eben carries out 
these new responsibilities and at the same time keeps up 
his baseball team and other “boy” interests is both 
hilarious and heroic, and provides a heart warming, rib- 


tickling modern story for boys—and girls, too. Grades 
4-6. 2.00 


PETER PIPER'S PICKLED PEPPENS 
BILLY BUTTUN'S BUTTERD BISCUIT 


EACH ILLUSTRATED, BY 
KATHERINE MILHOUS 


For these unusually funny and 
original little stories, Mabel Hunt 
drew inspiration from the two- 
hundred-year-old children’s book, 
Peter Piper's Practical Principles 
of Plain and Perfect Pronuncia- 
tion. While finding out where are 
the pickled peppers, and while 
laughing about the buttered bis- 
cuit that Billy Button bought, the 
young reader receives valuable 
tongue and pronunciation training. These popular books 
rich in line and full-color illustrations are once again 
available, having been out of stock for prolonged intervals 
during the war years. Grades 1-3. 1.50 each 


"HAVE YOU SEEN TOM THUMB? 


ILLUSTRATED BY FRITZ EICHENBERG 


With enthusiastic research and deep affection, Miss Hunt 
has recreated the life and career of Charles Sherwood 
Stratton beloved by the entire world as General Tom 
Thumb, from the moment when the master showman, 
P. T. Barnum, discovered him in his Bridgeport, Co: 

necticut home. This lovable, famous “man in miniature" 
comes fully alive to today's boys aud girls in this abso: 

ing narrative biography which is also a delightful piec e 
of Americana. Grades 7-9. 23 


JOHN OF PUDDING LANE 


ILLUSTRATED BY CLOTILDE E. FUNK 
Against the background of old Boston, in the days of wigs 
and silver buckles and of the youth of Ben Franklin. runs 
this jolly tale of the family of Thomas Fleet, father, 
mother, young John and Prue, and beloved Grandmother 
Goose whose rhyming and song never failed to entertain 
the children. Grades 4-6. 2.00 


MICHELS ISLAND 


ILLUSTRATED BY KATE SEREDY 


A French-Indian boy’s love of his home and his people 
is the theme of this beautiful and stirring tale of the 
Great Lakes country in the days of the voyageurs. “Miss 
Hunt... writes with a sincerity that shows how deeply 
the northern country and the old tale out of which she has 
fashioned her books have touched her imagination"—Anne 
T. Eaton in The New York Times. Jr. H. S- H. S. 275 


LITTLE GREY GOWN 


ILLUSTRATED BY ILSE BISCHOFF 


The story of Libby Ann who longed for a red winter 
dress, and of her pet lamb who would provide the wool 
from which the frock was to be made. May Lamberton 
Becker, in the N. Y. Herald Tribune, said: “A story more 
radiant with tenderness . . . never entered the child- 
literature of the Friends." Grades 4-6. 2.00 


BENJIES HAT 


ILLUSTRATIONS BY GRACE PAULL 


Benjie is a little Quaker boy whose thrifty family has 
him wear hand-me-down hats. How he finally convinced 
his grandmother that his real need was a hat of his own 
to fit his dignity makes a humorous, curiously touching 
tale. Grades 4-6. 2:25 
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A delightful story of American dafrfty Aife cetft 
the escapades of a girl of eleven, at heart &4dnf-boy, whose 
mother often warned, “Susan, beware!" Grade A " 


LITTLE GIRL WITH SEVEN NAMES 
ILLUSTRATED BY GRACE PAULL 
Although Melissa-Louisa-Amanda-Miranda-Cynthia-] ane 
Farlow didn't want to do anything to hurt the two grand- 
mothers and four aunts for whom she was named, she was 
very pleased indeed to find a happy way to ease the burden 
of her "long handle." One of the best-loved little stories 
in contemporary American literature for children, 
LITTLE GIRL WITH SEVEN NAMES is well on its 
way to becoming a classic. Grades 4-6. 1.75 


THE BOY WHO HAD NO BIRTHDAY 
ILLUSTRATED BY CAMERON WRIGHT 
David, an orphan boy, who lived in a toll house on a well- 
traveled highway in Indiana in the 1870's, finally does find 
his birthday, in this adventuresome story of interesting, 
kindly people and family life. Grades 7-9. 2.00 


LUCINDA: A LITTLE GIRL OF 1860 
ILLUSTRATED BY CAMERON WRIGHT 


The story with which Mabel Leigh Hunt launched her 
career as a writer of children’s books in 1934 relates the 
experiences and the dreams of Lucinda as she grows up 
from ten to: fifteen, and the happiness she finds as she 
follows the good impulses of her warm heart. Jr. H. S.- 
Hes: 2.00 


———————————————————————————————————-ror-e aa 


ORDER FORM 


Please send me the following books by Mabel Leigh Hunt: 


-Tne Dousre BIRTHDAY ..M1cHEL’s IsLanp (2.75) 
PRESENT (1.50) .....LITTLE GreY Gown (2.00) 
on SIBBY BorHrRROX (2.00) —... Benyre’s Hat (2.25) 
-YOUNG MAN OF THE HOUSE —...SusAN BEWARE (2.25) 
(2.00) =. LITTLE GIRL WITH SEVEN 
..PETER PiPER's PICKLED Names (1.75) 
PrrrEns (1.50) -THE Boy Wuo Hap No 
..BiLty Burron's BurTER'D Birtupay (2.00) 
Biscuit (1.50) —lUCINDA: A LITTLE GIRL 
."HavE You Seen Tom oF 1860 (2.00) 


Tnuunxs?" (2.25) 
Name. —L[] Charge 


—[] Remittance Enclosed 


School or Library 
Towns te m eee Statecsenses c T. Send) C.O.D: 


Prices given are subject to regular school or library discount 


J. B. LIPPINCOTT CO., E. WASHINGTON SQ.. PHILA., PA. 


